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a due reference to the expence. Such therefore is the cha-
racter of the magnificent.

3. But he, who exceeds and is vulgarly profuse, exceeds,
as has been explained, in spending inconsistently with what
is right 5 for in things requiring small expence he expends
much, and is unbecomingly splendid ; for instance, feasting
his club companions with the pomp of a marriage-feast 5 and
being manager of the chorus at a comedy, he introduces
them in purple on their entrance, as the Megarensians do.
And all these things he will do, not for the sake of what is
noble, but to display his wealth, and fancying that by such
means he shall be admired 5 and where it is his duty to expend
much, he expends little; but where he ought to spend little.,
he is profuse.

4. But the parsimonious man will be deficient in every
thing, and having expended the largest sums, he will ruin
the honour of the deed in a trifle ; putting off whatever he is
to do, and reckoning how he may spend least; and this,
bewailing and suspecting that he is doing every thing more
sumptuous than he ought. These habits, then, are vices:
nevertheless they do not bring reproach on men, because
they are neither injurious to one's neighbours, nor very un?
seemly.

CHAR III.

Concerning magnanimity, and its extremes, pusillanimity in
defect, vanity in excess.

I, BXJT magnanimity seems from the very name to be
coiwersant with great things. But with what kind of things
it is conversant, let us first ascertain. It makes no difference,
whether we consider the habit, or the man who acts accord-
ing to the habit, Now he appears to be the magnanimous